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SCRIPTURAL ILLUSTRATIONS. 


NO. 2. 
“Therefore have 1 cried concerning this ; their 
strength isto sit still. Ysa. xxx. 7. 


Much has been said, by a certain class of 
community, about the danger of using “ carnal 
reason” or liberty of speech, in the investi- 
gation of matters of doctrine or religious 
faith. Those affairs connected with our ordi- 
nary business in this life, may be discussed with 
freedom ; but the moment we extend our com- 
mon-sense researches to matters of religion, we 
are flatly denied the communion of fellowship 
of the saints—plainly denominated heretics and 
infidels—and unceremoniously handed over to 
the adversary. 

’ We would ask a reason for all this. The 
farmer is allowed, and encouraged in the use of 
his reason and judgment; and is told, even by 
ihe clergy themselves, that he must sow or he 
cannot reap—that he must be active in business 
—that his temporal prosperity depends on his 
exertions, and that he,cannot gather grapes of 
thorns nor figs of thistles ;—The mechanic is 
dealt with in like manner :—And the profession- 
al man is commended for the closeness and as- 
siduity With which he applies himself to the 
study of those sciences which enable him to rea- 
son correctly on the various causes and effects 
relating to his employment. And indeed we 
are told, that every man’s success in life, de- 
pends in some degree on the right use of his 
reason, and the ass with which he investi- 
gates thelerdinary subjects presented to his 
mind. B pious christian must not inves- 
tigate his creed, on pain of excommunication, if 
not damnation itself. ; 

The honest inquirer after truth is. told, that, 
there is one God, and but one ; who is infinite 
in all his perfections, and gloriougly holy in his 
character and purposes—that in mercy he cre- 
ated us—that in the exercise ofhis eternal love 
he sustains us—and, that, being dependant on 
him for all things enjoyed, we are all bound to 
love andadore him. But if the question be 









asked, will not the same preserying goodness e 
ventually effect the salvation of all from sin ?>—= 
The answerisnd. Ifwe ask why are the dear- 
est interests of mankind are thus neglected, 
while our temporal wants are so abundantly 
supplied, the answer is, these things are not to 
be subjected to investigation, but must be left 
with God. If we ask is it possible that there 
can be three infinite beings, all equal in power 
and glory and yet be but one infinite being ; or 
how it can be just, or merciful in deity, to curse 
forever any of his created inielligences ; or how 
it can be possible for infinite love to lose, at 
some future time, its saving efficacy ; or how 
it can be possible that a good God wi!l hereaf- 
ter delight in the ceaseless misery of his offspring, 

while earthly parents have such strong affection 

for their own children ; itis replied, that our 
carnal reason must not be used. 

In seeking for some satisfactory excuse for 
all this, the idea has been suggested that pvssi- 
bly the clergy have been induced to pursue this 
course, in orderto secure to themselves cer- 
tain benefits, which otherwise might be with- 
held from them. Indeed it appears to be more 
than possible, that they are convinced of the 
fact that their doctrines are opposed to reason, 
and that, therefore, “ their strengthis to sit 
still !”? 

There has been so much said about the dan- 
ger of reading or héaring the sentiments of uni- 
versalists, that we have ventured to raise up 
our voice “ concerning this ;” and have brought 
the charge against them, of inconsistency in their 
manner of defending their sentiments, and un- 
warrantable silence on those points which are 
of vital importance to all. But in reply to our 
charges as well as our arguments, they have ei- 
ther remained silent, or spent their strength in 
abusing our characters and our doctrine, by 
calling the former immoral and the latter licen- 
tious. This has led us to suppose, that “ their 
strength is to sit still,” asto the real merits of 
the case, their policy, to divert the public mind 
from an investigation of our doctrine, by their 
anathemas against it and us. And if we deny 
the accusations preferred against our characters 
or our doctrine, and endeavor to commend our- 
selves to every mnan’s conscience by good works, 
and call upon them for proof of the licentious- 
ness of our sentiments, they generally remain 
silent on this subject also ; and hence we con- 
clude, again, that “ their strength is to sit stil].”’ 

There have been many wonderful and mar- 
vellous stories put in circulation by “ Doctors 
of Divinity,” about death-bed recaniations of 





> 


eS 
$e 
yt 
i 








ie ih 
ot 
mot Bs 
aL 
Se | 
vit Xia 
4 vi 
a 
ean 
a 
¢ 5 
Li # 
aie 
ig 
Beige 
7 


em 
> eng eee 
ee ee 
— ee 
eee 


ay 









, al 





s 
= “ 7 
ee ~ 

~ 

et od s = 

- atts 
as of i 
= 


oo 
Pe. (are 
a = 


tye —t5 
mw Poe 


d 

Annie 
ie 
“ee 


sf 
eae f 
ih 
i 


- 
ed 


eh thn , 


ai WwEME .- > 
Shee Cee ae pe 
< i eet -— os 





Lee oe 


§ a 


G2 . GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 





ee ae ee 2 ee ee | 





universalism, wonderful good effects of tracts in 


killing some and frightening others ; efficacy of 
the bible in curing sore eyes, &c. many of 
which have been prononnced false in papers 
which areopen for any candid reply, but in 
very few, if any instances, have they said any 
thing to'satisfy the-public of-their imnocence, 
and we are at length driven to the painful con- 


clusion, that the “ strength of these inventors of | 


fabulous stories is to sit still.” 


Sometime since, a certain Methodist Elder 
was dceused of misrepresentation as to the sen- 
timents of tlie Thayers who were executed in 
this village ; but he has left this part of the 
country without saying any thing to palliate or 
justify his conduct, and we are almost persu&d- 
ed that “128 strength is to sit still.” 

There are some clergymen in this vicinity, 
who are apparently quite anxious to save souls, 
and who, are sometimes vociferous in their ob- 
jections to our doctrine, but who, although the 
columns of our paper are open to them, have 
long remained “ still” when called epon to 
show from the seriptures or reason, that their 
own doctrines are true, and ours false. True, 
they tell their people, that our arguments are 
“ not worthy of notice,” but yet are compelled 
to admit, that many are becoming convinced, 
and areturning away from the distinguishing 
points of their faith. Now, how can we ac- 
count for all this? The souls of sinful univer- 
salists are probably as valuable as those of other 
people ;—These pious individuals are engaged 
in saving souls—are willing to “ spend and be 
spent” in order to effect the salvation of one 
“ poor immortal soul ;” and yet when the op- 
portonity is offered them, to refute us, without 
money and without price, they forego that 
pleasure, quietly fold their hands together, and 
say nothing at all. Some have said that such 
have other business to attend to, of more conse- 
quence ; but it is really hard to conceive of any 
thing more important than the salvation of souls! 
And indeed, some have surmised, that the regi 
cause of their doing thus, is, because * their 
strength is, to sit still.” 

Another thing is truly remarkable. There 
are in the United States many periodical papers 
devoted to the cause of modern orthodoxy, 
most of which are edited by men of talents 
and extensive literary attainments. Their a- 
vowed object is to disseminate the important 
truths of the gospel. But what is very remark- 
able is the fact, that the columns of each and 
all of those publications, are closed against the 
arguments of Unitarians, Universalists, and all 
other reputed heretics. While on the other 
hand, there are many papers devoted to the 
cause of impartial grace, in America, all of 
which are kept open for the arguments of limi- 
tarians. Now, we ask, why is it thus? If the 
good editors of the first mentioned publications 
were assured, in their own minds, of the pre- 
tended truth of the doctrine they advocate, is it 
not reasonable to suppose, that a sense of their 
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acknowledged superiority of talent and literary 
attainments, would-induce them to vpen thej 
columns to us, or at least to enter ours ? Surely 

a victory over satan and his emissaries would 

be nosmall acquisition to their fame. And be. 

side all that, another gem of glory might he ad. 

ded to their crown in another world, where the 

labors of this will be considered as of little 

worth ! We have frequently asked a reason for 

this cautious silence, but no satisfactory an- 

swer has been obtained. And really, kind rea. 

der, we are sometimes almost persuaded, that 

the true cause of allthis is the same as thar 

given above ; andif they do not discontinye 

their present course and meet us on fair ground, 

we shall soun be compelled to believe, ies 

their strength is to sit still.” 

Should these remarks fall into the hands oj 
our opponents, we hope they will not be offend. 
ed ; for we wishthem no harm. And if any 
should be induced thereby to combat, with can, 
dor, our real sentiments, we should not be dis- 
pleased. But if, on the contrary, our opposers 
should continue to make a doctrine to suit them- 
selves, and call it universalism witha view to 
blind the eyes of the public, they need not be 
surprised if we should expose their cheat and 
tell the public the truth. Nor will they be of- 
fended if we say, that the reason why they have 
so long done thus, is probably, because they 
have thought it “ better to sit still, than to rise 
up to fall.” 





FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 

A SHORT SERMON ON MORALITY. 
“ Let your light so shine before men, that they 

may see your good works, and glorify your 

Father which is in heaven.”’—Mat. v. 16. 

It is, by no means, an unprofitable study 
carefully to examine into the probable circum- 
stances which occasioned the sayings of our Sav- 
jour. 

In his sermon on the mount, among other al- 
lusions, the divine teacher had reference to the 
nature and character cf the opposition to his 
doctrine, which had already began to exert ilsel! 
and which he well knew would wax stiil more 
viclent as his cause should gain proselytes and 
prevail In this reference he said ; “ Blessed 
are ye when men shall revile you, and persecute 
you, and shall say all manner of evil against 
you falsely for my sake.” Among other evil 
sayings, the Saviour well kné@@ that bis enemies 
would not be sparing of their repgoaghes of im- 
morality. It was natural to expect this sort of 
opposition, from the nature and character of the 
false religion of the superstitious pharisees ; for 
as they supposed that the divine favor could be 
secured by no other means than by that kind of 
righteousness by which they were distinguished 
from other people, they would necessarily be- 
come loud and vehement in their invectives a- 
gainst a doctrine and religion which gave en- 
couragement for sinners, such as publicans and 
harlots, to hope in the divine favor. On the 
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part of the Savivur he carried the light of divine | 





ance what has been in our own times. The 


truth so directly in the faces of these pharisees, | doctrine of God’s universal goodness, manifested 


that he told them that publicans and Marlots 
should enter the kingdom of heaven before them, 


and on the part of his opposers it was stated di- | 


rectly to him, that he was a Samaritan and had 
a devil. 

A little attention to the operations of cause 
and effect will at once discover to us that it 
was natural to expect the reproaches of immo- 
rality from the enemies af tie gospel. The vo- 
taries of whatever is established in society feel 
themselves justified in opposing innovation with 
whatever means can be employed ; and as so- 
ciety always entertaifs a high respect for moral 
virtue and good works, ne litile is done against 
a religion by making people believe that its sup- 
porters are immoral, and that their doctrine nat- 
urally tends tomake them so. That the religion 
which Jesus taught, was immoral, the pharisees 
could entertain so doubts. He, besides telling 
them that publicens and harlots would go into 
the kingdom of heaven before them, taught the 
people that theie lieavenly Father loved his ene- 
aries and did thea goud, and that they were re- 
qvired to imitate the divine goodness and im- 
partialty. Jo view of such sentiments, what 
could liave been more natural than for the phar- 
isees to fee! oflended to indignation ? They had 
spared no pains in their attention to the severe 
duties which they had voluntarily imposed on 
thenise! ves for the sake-of obtaining the divine 
favor, onthe one hand, and of escaping the 
wrath which they saw lowering over the heads 
of publicans and harlots, on the other. But Je- 
sus told them, that publicans and harlots should 
go into the kingdom of heaven before them !— 
What could have appeared to them more impi- 
ous ? Add to this, so heinous a provocation, his 
constant friendship for publicans and sinners, 
and the gracious words which they as constant- 
ty heard from his lips. His miracles of mercy 
too were performed on such as-were born in sin, 
who no sooner were acquainted with Jesus than 
they were ready to contend with the pharisees 
in his favor. Jesus was accused of disregarding 
the holy sabbath, and his disciples were so per- 
verse as to eat without first washing their hands. 
These exceptions to the religious character of 
Christ and his disciples seemed to be associated 
with their want of such acquirements as were 
obtained at the established schools and institu- 
tions of theological learning. These defects, 
when brought into one view, sat forth such de- 
formity as was really disgusting to the learned 
and pious doctors of the law and their honorable 
and religious assqciates, the elders and pharisees 
of the Jewish Church. 

The yO religion was in danger of be- 
ing left without foundation if the doctrine and re- 


ligion of Jesus prevailed ; and, to complete the 
dreaded picture, morality would be prostrated 
at the shrine of the new religion! In order to 
form any adequate conception of those times 
and those occasions, we must call to our assist- 





in the clear light in which Jesus preached it, has 
met with the same kind of oppositionin our day, 
as it did in the days of the apostles and their 
divine master. How often have we heard it as- 


serted, that if this new doctrine be true, it is no- 


matter how immorally we live. And again, 
what evil thing has there not been said of those 
who profess this doctrine ? The similarity be- 
tween our times and those to which we have al- 
luded is such as to warrant the belief that con- 


sequences Correspondingly similar must be ex- - 


pected. For instance: As the popular religion 
of our times teaches that the necessity and util- 
ity of religion and moral virtue are the rewards 
which they merit in the eternal world, if it be 


maintained that our heavenly Father hath given _ 


to all men eternal life in Jesus, of what possible 
use can this religion and morality be to those 
who are at their expense and trouble? They 
are of no more worth, in this case, than the re- 
ligion and morality of the old pharisees were, 
which in place of introdycing them into the 
kingdom of beaven, to the exciusion of others, 
were the reason why others entered it before 
them. The cld pharisees, besides paying tithes 
of mint, annise and cunimin, paid a strict regard 
to the sabbath, by carefully avoiding to doa 
feliow creature a favor on that day, and by find- 
ing fault with such, who so much gave way to 
the feelings of humanity, as to do as Jesus did, 
who liealed on the sabbath day. They also 
made many and long prayers, standing in the 
corner of streets and causing their voices to be 
heard by the multitude. Corresponding with 
these efforts of supererogation, our religionists 
in our times, lave established systems of money 
concerns, in support of which they collect, by 
every means in their power, all the money pos- 
sible for pious purposes, to promote their religion 
in foreign countries, compassing sea and landto 
make proselytes. ‘They have, in our times, ex- 
erted themselves, even to a rage, to prevent the 


traveller, who was far from his family from pur- 


suing the journey which would bring him to the 
bosom of the domestic charities. And this they 
have done, even to the disturbance of the public 
peace and the devotions of the sanctuary! They 
are also ia the habit of attending prayer meetings 
often and at late hours of night; examination 
meetings, and even whispering meetings, where 
a godly minister puts his face close to the faces 
of the people assembled, both male and female, 
and with a small still voice endeavors to en- 
force divine things on the mind. * We frequently 
hear the sound of voices in the streets, of per- 
sons praying in houses in the evening, and the 
heavy shouts of Amen from those who join in 
such noisy devotion. In the eyes of such peo- 
ple how must those appear, who mind nobody’s 
concerns but their own on the sabbath day ; 
who in place of spending their nights at prayer 
and conference and whispering meetings, are at 
home with their consorts and children enjoying 
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the society, the ease and rest which are so sweet | visited me ; I was in prison, and ye came unto 
to our nature, and so cumpatible with our enjoy- | me.” Here is nothing said about tithes of mint, 
ments ; who join no missionary societies, nor | of annis and Cummin ; nothing about long and 
pay any monies to aid the efforts direeted to | loud prayers; nothing about prayer and confe- 
proselyte people of other countries to the belief | rence meetings ; nothing about money paid to 
that our Father in heaven has excluded, from | missionary societies ; but the hungry are fed; 
all eternity, millions of human beings from his | the naked are clothed, the stranger, the sick and 
favor forever, and who are never known to lift | imprisoned receive the needy attentions. These 
up their voices in prayer to him who knows our | are the good works which the Saviour approves 
hearts, so as to be heard by the multitude in the | and which St. Paul says “are good and profita- 
streets ? ble unto men.” .« 

Being acquainted with the accusations which} . To people who have been much reproached 
are now brought against those who have embra- | for adhering to the benevolent doctrine ofthe di- 
‘ced the doctrine and religion of Christ and his | vine, impartial goodness, there appears to be 
disciples, in the present day, we are well satis- | no small encouragement to persevere in their 
fied concerning the nature and character of the | endeavors to convince their enemies that their 
opposition which exerted itself against the same | doctrine is not licentions, by the evidence oj 
doctrine and religion in the first age of their es- | their good works ; for it is very certain that 
tablishment in the world ; and whoever will en- | much, and even the greatest part of this reproach 
-deavor to compare those times with the present, | has already subsided by the force of this requir. 
will be sensibly struck with the similarity there- | ed duty. If what our enemies foretold had 
by discovered. , come to pass, we should, at this time, in place 

The language of our text seems to suggest the | of making constant and rapid advances, asa de- 
following thoughts : Our opposers pretend that | nomination, have been spoken of as a mosi 
my doctrine sets aside the law and its require- | wretched sect, whose impiety and immorality 
ments, that it destroys the foundation of religion | had years agu been their entire destruction and 
und virtue, and induiges in every thing impious | overthrow. But having kept on our course, do- 
and immoral ; but I wish to assure you that I | ing all in our power, though very imperfect, to 
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am pot come to destroy the law or the prophets ; | recommend that “ grace of God which bringeth 
so far from this, I am come to fulfil them ; and 
in order for you to live up to my doctrine, you 
must practice those mora! virtues, which emit 
such a clear light to the understanding of men, 
that they may thereby be convinced that their 
~ objections are founded only in a mistaken theo- 
ry, and that they are refuted by matter of fact. 

It scemed to avail ‘ittle or nothing to reason 
on the false theories which the superstitious had 
adopted to convince them of their errors ; it was 
therefore the direction of the Saviour that his 


disciples should convince their enemies by a! 


careful attention to good works, that their opin- 
ions concerning them were incorrect. Agreca- 
bly to this instruction, St. Peter, who had learn- 
ed of his divine master, supported his advice 
with the following : “ For so is the will of God, 
that with well doing ye may put to silence the 
ignorance of foolish men.” 

It is worthy of particular notice, that our text 
does not require us to let people hear much said 
about religion, and the good works we perform, 
but that men may see our good works.” 

Ifit be asked what those good works are 
which we are required to let men see, the ques- 
tion may be solved at once by reference to the 
account we have in the 25th of St. Matthew, 
concerning those good works which rendered 
those acceptable who were favored with a place 
at the right hand of the Judge. Jt was said to 
them, “Come ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the founda- 
tion of the world ; for I was an hungred, and ye 
gave me meat ; I was thirsty, and ye gave me 
drink ; I was a stranger, and ye took me in; 
naked, and ye clothed me ; I was sick, and ye 





salvation to all men, and-which teacheth us that 
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly, and rightedusly, and godly 
in the present world,” by an attention to such 
heavenly instruction, we have obtained the res- 
pect and confidence of our opposers, in so great 
a degree as to give us entire satisfaction, that 
this method is not only the most promising o! 
success, but infallible as to its desired end. 

As moral light advances it will more clearly 
discover those important truths, which have 
been long hid from thousands, and it will be 
known that men are capable of being both pious 
and moral, in the very best sense of the words, 
on the same principle which induces them to 
render their temporal circumstances as comfort: 
able as possible while they live in the world.— 
When we, at great expense, remove mountains 
and rocks and trees that we may enjoy a com- 
fortable road through ur country, the privileges 
of the road are our ample rewaid We are not 
taught to believe that the making of these roads 
will secure us the favor of God in the fature 
world. And when we rightly understand that 
the way of holiness is the only comfortable path 
for our feet, we shall walk in it for sake of its 
convenience. 

Let these few hints encourage us in the way 
of well doing, that others seeing our good works 


may glorify our Father who is in enya. ‘ 


FROM THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
NEW ASSOCIATION. 
On Wednesday morning, the second day of 
November inst. a number of ministers and dee 
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gates in the faith of Universal Salvation, conve- 
ned at the city of Hudson, Columbia county, in 
the state of New-York, to take into considera- 
tion the expediency of organizing an Associa- 
tion of Universalists, in, fellowship with the 
General Convention and all other similar Asso- 
ciations ; and being thus assembled, they com- 
menced their labors with public service in the 
church. 

Introductory Prayer, which was followed by 
a Sermon from Loke iv. 18, by Brother D. 
Skinner. “ The spirit of the Lord is upon 
me, because he hath annointed me to preach 
the gospel to the poor, he hath sent me to heal 
the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to 
the captives, and recovering of sight to the 
blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised.” 

Concluding Prayer by Br. J. S. Thompson. 

After the morning service, the brethren reti- 
red to the house of Br. Thomas F. King, and 

roceeded in the business of the council. 

1. Chose Brother Asner KNEELAND, Mode- 
rator. ° 
2. Chose Br. Joun S. Tuompson, Clerk. 

3. Resolved, That it is expedient, and that 
we do hereby organize an Association of Univer- 
salists, to be denominated “ The Hudson River 
Association,” including in territorial extent, all 
the counties bordering on the Hudson River, 
from Lake Champlain.to the Atlantic, with the 
society in Danbury, (Con.) and such others in 
the vicinity of said River, as may desire to unite 
in fellowship with the-aforesaid Association. 

4. Appointed Brs. A. Kneeland, T. F. King 
and D. Skinner, a Committee to draft a Consti- 
tution for this Association, to be presented at its 
first session in Se tember, 1826. 

5. Resolved, That we approve the Constitu- 

tion of the “Universalist Convention of the 
state of New-York,” formed at the last annual 
session of the Western Association of Universal- 
ists, convened at Eaton’s.Bush, Herkimer co. 
1825. . 
6. Appointed Brs. A. Kneeland and T. F. 
Kinz, Delegates from this Association to attend 
the Universalist Convention to meet at Madison 
on the 2d Wednesday of May, 1826, 

7. Appointed Br. A. Kneeland to prepare the 
Minutes of the proceedings of this meeting, and 
accompany them with a Circular Letter ; and 
that they be published in the Gospel Herald, 
with a request that they be cepied intu the 
Evangelical Restorationist, and Religious In- 
quirer. 

8. Resolved, That the first meeting of this 
Association be held in Danbury, (Con.) on the 
second Wednesday and Thursday of September 
next, Anno Domini 1826 ; and that those soci- 
eties already existing in its boundaries, and such 
others as may be formed previous to its first ses- 
sion, be, and hereby are requested to send del- 
egates to represent them in this Association. 

9. Assembled in the evening for public wor- 
ship. Introductory Prayer by Br. A. Kneeland. 
Sermon by Br. J. S.. Thompson, from Luke ix. 


56. : “ For the Son of man is not come to des- 
troy men’s lives, but to save them.” 

Concluding prayer by Br. D. Skinner. 

Thursday Morning. 

10. Assembled for public re 

Introductory prayer, by Br. J... Thompson. 
Sermon, by Br. A. Kneeland, from Acts x. 34, 
35, in connexion with Col. iii. 25. “ Ofa truth 
I perceive that God is no respecter of persons 5 
but in every nation he that feareth him, and 
worketh righteousness, is accepted with.him.— 
But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the 
wrong which he hath done; and there is no 
respect of persons,” 

Concluding Prayer and Benediction, by Br. 
.T. FE. King ; by which the labors of the coun- 
cil, as well as the public services on the occa- 
sion were closed. 

ABNER KNEELAND, Moderator. 
_ JOHN S. THOMPSON, Clerk, 


CIRCULAR. 

To all the believers in the gospel which 
was preached to Abraham, saying, “ In thee 
shall all nations, be blessed ;” to those residing 
in the counties bordering the Hudson river, in 
particular ; to the ransomed of the Lord even 
of the “ Mediator between God and men, the 
maa Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom 
for all, to be testified in due time ;” and to all 
the children of humanity, wheresoever scattered 
abroad, to whom this Epistle may come; the 
ministers and delegates convened at Hudson in 
the state of N. Y. send Christian salutation. 
Dearly Beloved in the Lord, 

When we take into consideration the won- 
derful improvements of various kinds which 
bave been made, and are still making, in ovr 
happy country ; as it was natural to expect, so 
it is gratifying to perceive, that, against many 
formidable impediments, even to persecution, 
(as far as the genius of the government of our 


| capntry would permit) more liberal views of 


God and religion than were known, or even 
thought of by our forefathers, have in some 
measure kept pace with the republicanism and 
the internal improvements of the country. 
Except the bare knowledge of the dead letter 
of Scripture, (which was as good as lost to those 
whose minds were blinded by the god of this 
world) but little more than half a century has 
elapsed since the doctrine of universal grace 
was first preached on the shores of America ; 
and several years since that period, one of its 
first preachers was stoned in Boston, Mass. in 
the desk. while preaching good tidings of great 
joy toall people. About the year 1780, the 
General Convention of Universalists of the 
New-England states was organized, which was 
the only body of the kind in existence for many 
years ; at length the Eastern Association was 
formed ; which was followed by the Northern, 
in 1803 ; by the Western, in 1804, which af- 
terwards extended itself to several branches,— 





In 1815 or 16, the Southern Association was 
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formed ; since which time, several have been 
added in Massachusctts and New-Hampshire. 
Within our own state, this, which we havenow 
organized, is the second which has been added 
since last June, making now, seven Associations 
of Universalists in the state of New-York. All 
tliis we mention, besides several Associations 
which might be named in Ohio, and the exten- 
sion of our cause to the South. 

The object of forthing religious associations 
has been appreciated by all the denominations 
of Christians. It tends to strengthen the bonds 
of union, disseminate the knowledge of the truth, 
and to promote a spirit of harmony and sincere 
affection among the brethren, by making‘them 
more acquainted with each other, and better 
known in the world. It will be perceived that 
the religious bodies of our order are becoming 
much more systematized than they were ; and, 


in this state at least, their territorial extent will | 


be much better known. It was thought best, as 
it was most convenient, to make “ The Hudson 
River Association,’ long and narrew, on ac- 
count of the facility and cheapness of travelling 
from its most extreme parts by means of steam- 
boats. Its width is left indefinite, and may be 
extended as shall be found convenient to the 
brethren in the adjacent counties. 

Brethren, we have had a very pleasant time. 
Unanimity and harmony pervaded our council ; 
and though the audience was not large, particu- 
larly in the morning of the first day, yet our 
public discourses were heard with devout atten- 
tion. On the whole, we,believe that ‘our meet- 
ing will be productive of much good. We would 
earnestly and affectionately invite some of our 
ministering brethren from the eastward, to meet 
us at Danbury, in Association, next September. 


It being but one week before the General Con- 


vention, perhaps they may bend their way thith- 
er in the same journey. 

We would entreat our believing brethren, 
who have not already organized themselves into 
religious societies, to attend to this matter as 
soon as convenient, that they may be represent- 
ed in this, or in some other religious Association. 
If it be not convenient to send delegates, send a 
letter, giving the state of your society, and so 
far as is practicable, the number of believers be- 
longing to the same, requesting to be received 
into the fellowship of the Association, and there- 
by participating in all the blessings of our asso- 
ciated capacity. It is found from long experi- 
ence, that these public meetings at our various 
Associations, where there is an opportanity of 
hearing different gifts have heen blessed, under 
God, as the means of calling out many to hear, 
perhaps for the first time, whose prejudices 
would have before prevented them, even if there 
had been an opportunity, from hearing the same 
persons on the sabbath, but who, afterwards, 
become so attached to the doctrine that they 
wish ever to sit under it, since they can hear no 
other with delight. 

To all the sons and daughters of Adam, then, 





we say, Come, and hear, and judge for yuur. 
selves. You will find a gospel that binds up 
and heals the broken hearted ; that recovers the 
sight of the blind, and sets at liberty them that 
are bruised. You will find a Saviour who came 
not to destroy men’s lives ; but to save them. 
You will hear of a God, who is not a merciless 
vindictive tyrant; but who approves of the good 
of every nation; yet never suffers sin to go un- 
punished ; a God who deals out with an im. 
partial hand, to Lim who worketh righteousness, 
or him who doeth wrong, the fruits of his own 
labor, according to his own merit or demerit, 
without respect to persons. 
By order of the Association, 
| ABNER KNEELAND. 





The following is an Extract of a Sermo 
preached and published at Hartford, Con. 
By the Rev. John Bisbe, Jun. 


Can the angels rejoice over the infelicity of 
man ?—They sang when earth rose from chaos 
and man from clay under* the plastic hand of 
God, and their song was not unmeaning, as 
God is never worshipped, but in spirit and in 
truth. They must have seen benevolence in 
the creation and destiny of man, and that he 
would ultimately display the glory of his Crea- 
tor, or the morning stars could not sing togeth- 
er, nor all the sons of God shout for joy. They 
rejoiced’ wheh Christ came to save our race,and 
sang glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will towards men. The cause of 
their praises is given in the following language ; 
; and the angel said unto them, “ Fear not; for, 
behold I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
| which shall be toall people. For unto you is 
' born this day, in the city of ¢David, a Saviour, 
who is Christ the Lord.” Why should the an- 
gels take pleasure in the advent. of Jesos, why 
sheuld they be delighted that the good tidings 
of great joy should be to all people, and why 
did thay praise God in the highest for this dis- 
clusure of love to our race, unless they feel deep 
interest in the salvation of man ? If they knew 
on the morning of the creation that some of the 
human family wou!d sin and weep forever, or if 
they understood that the coming of Jesus would 
incalculably aggravate the doom of the non- 
elect, how could they hymn praise to God in 
both cases, with clear foresight of eternal rebell- 
ion and unceasing agony ? especially as “ there 
is joy in the Sreatiite of the angels cf God, o- 
ver one sinner that repenteth ?” As this in- 
crease of joy is produced by penitence and re- 
turn to virtue, it is certain they are deeply con- 
cerned for ovr salvation, and that they consider 
God honored when sin is destroyed, or man is 
saved. But if their souls expand with great 
joy at the return of one rebel, how ecstatic, how 
unutterable must be the rapture that would fill 
their hearts, should every sinner return, all mor- 
al evil be exterminated and a morn of cloudless 
beauty dawn over a ransomed world? The 








angels of God must feel and act consistently ;— 
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how then can they manifest the highest pleas- 
ure in the destruction of wickedness and the 
salvation of sinners, and yet rejoice that sin aud 
misery sha!l last long as God is God? If they 
can delight both in the the extirpation and the 
endless continuance of moral evil, it would 
seem thut they are not uniform friends of holi- 
ness, that they are not entirely conformed to 
God. Ifa word if they were gladdened that 
the good tidings were for all people, and that 
there was gocd will towards.man, how can 
they hymn the song of thanksgiving, when the 
gospel proves an infinite evil to some, and the 
good will towards some is eternal vengeance.— 


Universal Mag. 





FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


A QUESTION CONSIDERED. 


Was Dr. Blair a believer in Universal Salva- 
tion ? That this question should be answered in 
the affirmative might be safely inferred from 
the following, found in his 24th Sermon, if he 
had not used some other expressions in his ser- 
mons, which indicate a different sentiment.— 
These are his-words : “ It is mach to be la- 
mented, that, among all denominations of chris- 
tians, the uncharitable spirit has prevailed, of 
unwarrantably circumscribing the terms of di- 
vine grace within a narrow circle of their own 
drawing. The one half of the christian world 
has doomed tie other, without mercy, to eter- 
nal perdition. Witfiout the pale of that church 
to which each sect belongs, they seem to hold it 
impossible for salvation to be attained. But is 
this the genuine spirit of the gospel? Cana 
christian believe the effects of the sufferings of 
Christ to be no greater than these! For’this did 
the Son of God descend from the highest heav- 
ens, and pour out-his soul unto the death, that 
only a few, who adopt the same mode of ex- 
pression, and join in thesame forms of worship 
with us, might be brought to the kingdom of 
heaven? Is this all ¢he deliverance he has 
wrought upon the earth? He was with child ; | 
he was in pain ; and shall he not see of the 
travail of his soul and be satisfied ? Surely, 
the scripture has given us full ground to con- 


grace, so long as these are to correspond to the 


greatness of his power. H. 8B. 


A FRAGMENT. 


I passed through the ruined tower 
of the abbey, and crossing tie ancient hall ent- 
ered the little chapel in the left wing of the buil- 
ding. All was silent as the grave, and my foot- 
steps echoed with a sound that made me trem- 
ble. ‘The flickering light of a taber gleamed 
faintly on the stately walls of the sacred place ; 
pourtraying therea thousand shadowed forms, 
to fright my throbbing bosom. I ventured along 
towards the altar from whence the light procee- 
ded, and looking around me, perceived I was 
intruding in the mansions of the dead. Fear 
and horror thrilled through my frame, and 1 
was preps to depart, whe a soft strain of 
music floated along the tottering galleries; a 
spirit hovered near me, and as I knelttopay my 
adorations to the heavenly being, she thus ad- 
dressed me ;—‘Daughter of earth! what doest 
thou here? Knowest thou not that these abodes 
are sacred!,, “I came (said I) to seek for 
Wisdom.” “ And dost thou (replied she) ex- 
pect to findher here?” “ Alas! (said J) hith- 
erto.have I sought in vain where pleasure reigns, 
where vanity delights to dwell. The records of 
antiquity could afford no light to guide my wan- 
dering footsteps. After many fruitless expedi- 
tions, 1 have reached this desolate spot, and if 
wisdom does not abide, where, oh! where shall 
Iseek her. “ Mistaken mortal,(replied the angel- 
ic spirit) quit these domains of death, and seek 
for wisdom where alone she is to be found, in 
the temple of virtue. Come (continued she) E 
am Religion;-I will lead you there. I alone 
am privileged to know the hidden treasures of 
true wisdom. My hand only, can with success 
unfold that volume in which are contained the 
brightest blossom of hope, and the dearest 
promises of immortality. Influenced by my 
principles and feelings, you shall pass uncon- 
taminated down the stream of life, and when the 
torrent of adversity assails, my bark shall waft 
your feeble frame along, and land you safely in 
eternity. Come, undaunted you shall pass 
through every danger and difficulty: ‘ Fear not 





clude, that the trophies of the Redeemer’s grace 
shall correspond to the greatness of his power.” 
It seems next to impossible to understand | 


| 


{ 


how the foregoing quotation can be rendered so | 
as to accord with limited salvation, for no one | 
will pretend that Dr. Blair would limit the pow- 
er of the Redeemer. 

But some may object, and contend, that this | 
eminent divine has used expressions, in his ser- | 
mons, which indicate that he believed in the 
common doctrine of endless misery. To this, 
again, if may be said, that it would be much ea- 
sier to reconcile all such expressions, with the 
opinion that the whole human family will, final- 
ly, be made the happy subjects of salvation, 
than to reconcile the above quutation to any 
Jimitation of the trophies of the Redeemer’s 





for Lam with thee.’ ”—I gave my willing hand, 


and resolved that forgetting the world, and all 
its tumults, Religion should direct my future 
life. Thad as it were imperceptibly left the 
chapel, and now found myself in the open air, 
with my new companion beside me. The faint 
glimer of the taper had faded, but myriads of 
stars bestrewed the azure sky, and the first ray 


| of the rising moon was smiling upon the waters. 


Southern Intelligencer 





The Deluge.— The Sandwich Islanders have a 
vague belief in the existence of a Supreme .Be- 
ing, and a future state of rewards and punish- 
ments—in good and bad spirits—in the influ- 
ence of the moon—in the portents of dreams, 
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&c. Their tradition of a universa! deluge is as 
follows : 

** A certain man, many thousand moons a- 
go, was fishing in the sea, and by some curious 
fatality caught the Spirit of the waters upon his 
hook, and dragged him, to his great astonish- 
ment, out of the living element. The conse- 
quence of this rash act were destructive to the 
whole country, the spirit having declare’ in his 
anger, that he would cause a general deluge ; 
yet, in pity to the unintentional author of the 
misfortune, he allowed him to escape with his 
wife to the summit of Mouna-reah, the moun- 
tain in Owyhee, where he remained till after 
the deluge had subsided, and was thus preserv- 


ed.” 
re eer enter one nm ee 


POETRY. 


I will sing praise to thy name, O thou most High. 


— 











FROM THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


‘The following lines were composed while confi- 
ned to a sick bed last winter ; they were the effusions 
of a mind at peace. The first stanzas refer to the 
gloom my mind tad endured a considerable part of 
the time for several years ; but for that very gloom, 
I have reason to adore a faithful Creator, and to say, 
with the psalmist, ‘- Before I was afflicted I went a- 
stray, but now have I kept thy word.” 


Long o’er temptation’s boist’rous seas, 

My sad, my gloomy mind was toss'd ; 
A miod enfeedled by disease, 

Each earthly hope and prospect lost. 
Dark waves of unbelief oppress’d, 

Hoarse blasts of terror round me blew ; 
By night dread visions broke my rest, 

By day my bread like ashes grew. 


The heavens were veil’d in shades of wo, 
. Red lightnings pierc’d the stormy deep ; 
Did tears relieve my spirit? No! 

My brain was dry, I could not weep. 
My wo-worn mind refus’d relief, 

And o’er the fearful surges drove ; 
But boundless mercy saw my grief, 

And whisper’, swectly, God is love. 


Amaz’'d I stood, the storm was hush’d— 
blest iight broke in on ev’ry side ; 
The demons of despair were crush’d, 
And o’et smooth seas I seem’d to glide. 
Before unbounded Love I knelt, 
No more in doubt and fear to rove, 
I felt my wearied spirit melt 
Into the ocean of that love. 


Dear Father, look with kind regard, 
Thy erring chiid forgive and own, 
Who view’d thee as a master hard, 
As reaping where thou hadst not sown. 
Now let me sing restoring grace, 
The talent thou hast lent improve, 
Lead those that mourn to seek thy face, 
And learn with me that God is love. 


My soul enlarg’d, and free indeed, 

lo faith triamphing, looks atroad ; 
Bebolds a world from bondage freed, 
. And sin, and pain, and death destroy’d : 
With joy extatic hails the Son, 

Who came the Father's grace to prove ; 
That all in him at length made oae, 





Might join the chorus,—God is love. 


I hope to spend my latcst breath 
Adoring him that’s strong to save ; 
rarery - © Where’s thy sting, O death ! 
* And, Where's thy victory, vanquish’d grave | 
Break forth, ye hills, in ceaseless songs, 
Let sweetest anthems fill each grove, 
And earth, with her unnumber’d tohgues, 
Repeat the theme that God is love ! 


ee 


FROM THE GOSPEL INQUIRER? | 


“6 If I believed that allmen would be aaved, I would 
not hesitate to commit all manner of iniquity,” “4s 
death leaves us, judgment will find us ; there is no 
change after death.” ORTHODOXY. 


Some men confess that naught prevents 
Their practising all evil, 

Save that they fear ’tis Heaven's intent 
To give them to the devil. 


The love of God, they freely sfate, 
W4thholds them not from sinning ;— 

Nought but the fear of torment great— 
Ne’er ending—e’er beginning. 


They also hold that.when God's power 

Shall burst death’s bands which bind them, 
As they were in their morta! hour, 

So will the judgment find them. 


If, when th’ archangel’s trump shall sound. 
They find their sins forgiven— 

If then they find that grace abounds, 
And es them heirs of Heaven— 


If then thev find their bliss secure, 
It surely will content them ; 

No more distress will they endure— 
No fear of hell torment ther. 


Then, fearing neither wrath nor curse’ 
They will use each endeavor 

To take their fill of joy—and thus 
Go on, and sin forever. 


Oh, their’s must be a blessed state, 
Affording rich enjoyment : 

Their portion—bliss in Heaven's gate 
And sinning, their employment. 





FUNERAL HYMN. 
BY J. BROWNING. 


‘ Clay to clay, and dust to dust !’ 
Let them mingle—for they must ' 
Give to earth the earthly clod, 
For the spirit’s fled to God. 


° Dust to dust and-clay to clay ? 
Ashes now with ashes lay ! 
Earthly mould to earth be given, 
For the syirit’s fled to heaven, 


Never more shall midnight’s damp 
Darken round this mortal lamp; 
Never more shall! noon-day’s glance 
Search this mortal countenance; 


Deep the pit, and cold the bed 
Where the spoils of death are-laid ; 
Stiff the curtain, chill the gleom, 
Of man’s melancholy tomb. 


Look aloft the spirit’s risen— 
Death cannot’the soul imprison : 
’Tis in heaven that spirits dwell. 
Glorious, though invisible. <m 








